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WHAT IS LOGICAL LAYOUT? 

Logical layout refers to the intentional structure and organization of a course in a way 
that is intuitive, predictable, and easy to navigate. A well-structured course ensures that 
students can quickly locate essential materials, understand expectations, and progress 
through the course efficiently. It minimizes confusion and reduces the cognitive load 
placed on students, allowing them to focus on learning rather than searching for 
content. 

Logical layout is particularly important for students with cognitive disabilities, executive 
functioning challenges, or those new to online learning environments. A well-organized 
course benefits all learners but is essential for students who rely on predictable 
structures and clear navigation to succeed. 

Faculty play a crucial role in shaping the digital learning environment, and they have 
substantial agency over how content is structured and presented. By prioritizing logical 
layout, faculty create courses that are not only more accessible and inclusive but also 
more engaging and effective in supporting student learning. 

WHY IS LOGICAL LAYOUT IMPORTANT? 
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Logical layout supports student success by addressing key challenges in course 
navigation and content organization. A disorganized course creates unnecessary barriers 
to learning. When students struggle to find materials, they experience frustration, 
increased cognitive load, and disengagement. 

1. LOGICAL LAYOUT INCREASES ACCESSIBILITY 

Ensuring a logical layout is not just best practice—it is a legal and ethical responsibility 
under ADA Title II and WCAG 2.2 guidelines. Students with disabilities, including those 
using screen readers, keyboard navigation, or alternative input methods, require 
structured content to fully engage with course materials. 

Logical layout aligns with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 by 
supporting: 

Perceivability – Ensuring clear organization for screen readers. 

Operability – Providing consistent navigation and eliminating unnecessary complexity. 

Understandability – Using clear labels, descriptions, and a structured learning flow. 

By structuring course materials logically and predictably, faculty reduce accessibility 
barriers and support access for all students. 

2. REDUCES CONFUSION AND COGNITIVE OVERLOAD 

A predictable course structure helps students manage their workload efficiently. 
According to Cognitive Load Theory, students learn best when they are not 
overwhelmed by extraneous information or unnecessary complexity. 

A clear and logical layout ensures that: 

• Students always know where to begin and how to proceed through the 
course. 

• They don’t waste time searching for important resources or instructions. 
• Cognitive energy is reserved for engaging with course content, rather 

than navigating a disorganized digital space. 

3. SUPPORTS SELF-REGULATED LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT 

Students are more likely to be engaged and actively participate in their learning when 
they feel confident navigating the course. Research on self-regulated learning suggests 



that students are more motivated when they understand the course structure and can 
track their progress. 

Logical layout contributes to engagement by: 

• Ensuring that students immediately know where to go when they log into 
the course. 

• Providing a consistent structure for assignments, discussions, and 
learning materials. 

• Encouraging self-directed learning, as students can more easily plan their 
study time and interactions. 

4. IMPROVES COURSE FLOW AND PACING 

A well-organized course helps students build knowledge over time by making 
connections between past and present learning. A logical sequence of materials allows 
students to progress smoothly, reducing the likelihood of information gaps. 

A strong course flow ensures that students: 

• Understand how each module builds upon the previous one. 
• Can anticipate learning expectations each week. 
• Are less likely to fall behind due to confusion over what to do next. 

By implementing logical layout, faculty ensure that their courses are accessible, 
efficient, and supportive of diverse learning needs. 

HOW TO IMPLEMENT LOGICAL LAYOUT IN COURSE DESIGN 

Faculty can improve course organization by focusing on three key areas: 

1. Course Structure – Organizing content and materials into well-defined modules 
that follow a predictable pattern. 

2. Consistency – Using standardized conventions for naming, labeling, and 
presenting course materials. 

3. Headings and Subheadings – Structuring course pages with clear section titles to 
improve readability and accessibility. 

Each of these areas plays a vital role in creating a seamless and effective learning 
experience. 

COURSE STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION 



A well-organized course should follow a weekly or thematic module structure (learning 
cycle). Each module should contain all necessary resources in one place, following a 
consistent format. 

KEY ELEMENTS OF A STRUCTURED MODULE: 

• A clear introduction and learning objectives – Students should understand what 
they will learn and why it matters. 

• Instructional materials – Readings, lecture videos, and multimedia resources 
should be easy to find and access. 

• Engagement activities – Discussions, group work, and interactive elements 
should be integrated into the learning sequence. 

• Assessments – Quizzes, assignments, or reflections should reinforce learning and 
measure progress. 

• A summary and transition to the next module – Recaps should highlight key 
takeaways and prepare students for upcoming topics. 

This structured approach helps students anticipate what to expect each week and keeps 
them on track. Faculty should also ensure that modules build upon one another, 
allowing students to make connections between past and current learning. Keeping the 
structure simple and intuitive ensures that students always know where to begin and 
what steps to take next. 

NAVIGATION AND ACCESSIBILITY 

A streamlined navigation menu is critical for an accessible and user-friendly course. 
Faculty should ensure that: 

• The course homepage provides a clear starting point. 
• The number of navigation items is minimized to essential categories such as 

Syllabus, Modules, Assignments, Discussions, and Grades. 
• Important resources are not buried within multiple folders or unnecessary links. 
• A consistent naming convention is used for all files, assignments, and materials 

so students can easily locate what they need. 

When content is spread across multiple locations or labeled inconsistently, students 
may struggle to find information. Reducing clutter and maintaining clarity ensures 
that all students can access materials efficiently. 

USING HEADINGS AND SUBHEADINGS FOR STRUCTURE 



A well-structured page improves readability and helps students locate information 
quickly. Proper heading hierarchy ensures that students can easily scan a page for 
important sections. 

BEST PRACTICES FOR USING HEADINGS IN ONLINE COURSES:  

1. Use Heading 1 (H1) for the main title of the document 
o Example: WEEK 3: INTRODUCTION TO UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR 

LEARNING (UDL) 
2. Use Heading 2 (H2) for main sections within the document 

o Example: WHAT IS UDL? 
o Example: KEY PRINCIPLES OF UDL 

3. Use Heading 3 (H3) for sub-sections 
o Example: MULTIPLE MEANS OF REPRESENTATION 
o Example: MULTIPLE MEANS OF ENGAGEMENT 

4. Avoid skipping heading levels (e.g., don’t jump from H1 to H3). 

By implementing proper headings and subheadings, faculty create a more structured, 
accessible, and easily navigable course page. 

CLEAR FRAMEWORK SELF-ASSESSMENT 

 

C L E A R 
Framework 
Component 

Mechanical Level Routine Level Refined Level 

Logical 
Layout 

Basic Structure: 
Content is organized 
but lacks consistent 
headings/navigation. 

 

Consistent Layout: 
Clear structure, 
consistent 
headings, and 
visible keyboard 
focus. 

 

Intuitive Design: 
Advanced layout with 
responsive design; 
feedback-driven 
structure. 

 

 WCAG 2.2 Alignment: 
1.3.1 (Info and 
Relationships), 2.4.1 
(Bypass Blocks), 2.4.3 
(Focus Order). 

WCAG 2.2 
Alignment: 2.4.6 
(Headings and 
Labels), 2.4.7 
(Focus Visible). 

WCAG 2.2 Alignment: 
2.5.7 (Dragging 
Movements), 2.5.8 
(Target Size). 

 Instructor Tip: Use 
headings and logical 
reading order. 

Instructor Tip: 
Organize content 
with clear headings 

Instructor Tip: Use 
responsive tools and 
test layouts. 



and provide 
keyboard 
navigation. 

 Checklist: 

• The course has 
a consistent 
structure 
(modules, 
weeks). 

• Headings and 
subheadings 
are consistent 
and logical. 

Navigation is 
straightforward, with 
easy access to key 
resources. 

Checklist: 

• Skip links 
are 
present. 

• Focus order 
follows a 
logical, 
intuitive 
path. 

Keyboard focus is 
visible and easily 
trackable. 

Checklist: 

• Dragging 
actions have 
alternatives. 

Interactive elements 
meet minimum size 
requirements (24x24 
CSS pixels). 
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