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The Virtual Campus Structure

Digital Learning Center



What is Open Education?

Inclusive, collaborative, and participatory open pedagogy

Freely and publicly available commonly licensed materials (OERs)

Technology is leveraged to facilitate widespread access to OERs

Online platforms and digital tools promote delivery of OERs

Students become empowered collaborators in their learning process



Outcomes of Open Education @ MC

More than 
$14 million 
in textbook 
savings in Z-

courses

Since Spring 2017

346 unique 
instructors
222 unique 

courses

Spring 2024:
Record student enrollments in 

Z-courses (nearly 13,000)

Robust 
professional 
development

MC Open Initiative
UN SDG Open Pedagogy 
Fellowship
eFaculty Fellowship for Dual 
Enrollment
OER Microcredential
Faculty Select Program



Z-Course Enrollment Growth:
Spring 2017 – Spring 2024
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Z-Course Section Growth:
Spring 2017 – Spring 2024
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* Spring 2024: 346 unique instructors and 222 unique courses.





The Significance of Course Accessibility

Student 
Population

• 19% of U.S. undergraduates report a 
disability (NCES, 2019)

DEIB 
Principles

• Increasing diversity in college 
classrooms, especially MC (NCES, 2022)

College 
Affordability

• Average college tuition is rising: 4% for 
private; 2% for public (US News, 2023) 



How OERs Improve Accessibility

Provide flexibility: OERs can be 
customized to meet diverse 

learning needs
Compatibility with assistive 

technologies: OERs can be re-
formatted

Cost-effectiveness: OERs can 
reduce financial barriers to course 

access



Tips and Strategies for OER Accessibility

Visual

Digital 
Formats

Images 
Descriptions

Auditory

Video 
Captions

Video 
Transcripts

Cognitive

Interactive 
Quizzes 
(H5P)

Simple 
Navigation

Physical

Online 
Availability

Mobile 
Device 

Compatibility



Conclusion: Next Steps

MC Open Faculty 
Select

UN SDG 
Open 

Pedagogy 
Fellowship

eFaculty
Fellowship 

for Dual 
Enrollment
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